Intestinal transplantation in pediatric patients.
Intestine transplantation has evolved into a feasible alternative for children with permanent intestinal failure and life-threatening complications related to total parenteral nutrition. Although the first transplantations were done nearly 40 years ago, long-term survival has only been achieved in the last decade. Nearly 700 intestinal transplantations have been performed internationally since 1985, with an overall patient survival of greater than 50%. Improvements in patient selection, medical management, and assessment and treatment for rejection and infection have contributed to the increased survival. This article will discuss current results and medical management strategies for this innovative type of transplantation for children with end-stage short gut syndrome.